360               THE  COLLECTED WORKS OF  MAHATMA GANDHI

complicity. I feel that we as Hindus are bound to find out the
truth and help the orphanage authorities to trace the children,
The matter has been kept in suspense because I am interesting
myself in the affair. I am told that Sultanpur is very near Banaras.
Will you kindly send some trustworthy person there and make local
inquiry there about Mangal Dutt? He is said to be a married
man. I am due in the Punjab about 4th December. You may
address care Lala Lajpat RaL Thereafter care Dr. Ansari, Delhi.
I am at Sabarmati till 1st December.

Tours sincerely,

[PS.]

You will observe I have not forgotten the sWaraj scheme.

From a microfilm : S.N. 10495

311.   SHALL WE UNITE ?
That the Conference1 that met in Bombay last week did not
result immediately in uniting all parties on a common platform
shows the difficulty of the task.   The appointment of a committee
to consider the Ways and means of bringing about a union shows
that the Conference does not consider the task to be hopeless or
impossible*    Indeed Mr. Jesukhlal  Mehta who moved that the
committee should report on or before 15th December next had a
very fair number of supporters.   They were quite sanguine of im-
mediate success. The cautious many, by fixing the date of the report
at 3Ist March, if they have realized the difficulty, have also by
implication thrown on the committee the burden of finding an
acceptable solution.   Writers in the Press can considerably help
the -committee by guiding public opinion in the right channel
The chief bodies to influence the committee are the Liberals, the
Independents and the National Home Rulers.   The last led by :
Dr. Besant have practically accepted the position set forth in the  ;
agreement between the Swaraj Party and me and now ratified by
the A.I.C.C.   The difficulties in the Way of the Liberals and the
Independents are practically the same.   They are:  the creed, the ;
transfer of all Council work to the .Swaraj Party and the franchise;;;
It fe $aid tha,t the creed is equivocal.   I venture* to deny the cha^gf. '$
It is a recognition of the existing condition.   It means swaraj with" ;
in the Empire if possible, and Wthwt if j^ecessary.   It is intended :